MONEYSTOWN NATIONAL SCHOOL
MONEYSTOWN, ROUNDWOOD, BRAY, CO. WICKLOW.

GEOGRAPHY WHOLE SCHOOL POLICY
Introductory Statement and Rationale

(a) Introductory Statement:  Following the in-service of 2005-2006, it was decided to commence the development of the school plan in Geography.  This policy was devised by the Teaching Staff of Moneystown N.S. during a school planning day on 29th May 2006.
(b) Rationale:  This plan is a record of our decisions regarding Geography, and it reflects the Primary Curriculum, 1999.  It is intended to guide teachers in their individual planning for Geography, to benefit teaching and learning in our school.

Vision and Aims

Our school recognizes that Geography education is a part of a balanced curriculum which aims to develop the whole spectrum of the child’s intellectual, emotional, creative and cultural development through a variety of activities.

Aims
We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for geography:

1. To develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments and their interrelationships.
2. To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human conditions on the Earth.

3. To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding of human interdependence.

4. To develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those concerned with the development of graphicacy.

5. To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness.

6. To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards the environment, and the involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and avoidance of environmental problems.

7. To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

STRAND AND STRAND UNITS
Strand:  Human Environments

	Infants
	Strand Unit:  Living in the local community

My family and community

· explore and discuss his/her membership of the family, school and local community

· identify and discuss the roles of people who serve the local community

Homes

· recognize that people live in homes

· describe areas within the home

· associate activities with areas within the home and outside the home

· acquire some awareness of different types of homes in the locality

· make simple drawings of home, immediate surroundings and journeys to and from home

· begin to appreciate the need for shelter for a family

School

· become aware of, discuss and appreciate the people in the school community

· describe areas within the school

· associate activities with areas within the school and outside the school

· make simple drawings of school, immediate surroundings and journeys to and from school

People at work

· discuss the work of people in the home, at school, in the local community, in towns or countryside nearby and in wider environments

· become aware of some buildings and places where people work, especially those in the locality

People at play

· become aware of and discuss play spaces

· suggest ways in which these places may be kept clean and safe

· make simple drawings of these places, immediate surroundings and journeys to and from these places

Strand Unit:  People and places in other areas
· develop some awareness of people living in other areas

· acquire some awareness of different types of homes in places outside the locality

· become aware of some links between the school or local community




	1st and 2nd Class
	Strand Unit:  Living in the local community

My family and community

· explore and discuss his/her role and that of others in the family, school and local community

· become aware of and learn to value the diversity of people who live in the local community and the contribution they make

· begin to recognize the interdependence of individuals and groups in the local community

· develop some awareness of people living in other areas and of the links between them and the local community

Homes and shelter
· recognize that people live in a variety of homes
· describe his/her home, its location and surroundings

· record some of these features using simple drawings, plans, displays, models and sketches

· investigate materials used to construct homes and identify materials of local origin

· discuss and record simple journeys to and from homes

· develop an awareness and appreciation of different types of homes in the locality and in other areas

· develop an awareness of homelessness

People at work

· investigate the work of people in a range of locations in the locality
· investigate the work of people involved in transport and communications

· discuss and record simply, journeys to workplaces

· become aware of the work of people in other areas who supply food and other products to us

People at play

· appreciate the roles of people who help at play
· describe location and features of play spaces

· discuss and record simply, journeys to and from play spaces

Strand Unit:  People and places in other areas
· become familiar with some aspects of the lives of people and especially of children in Ireland, Europe and other areas
· appreciate ways in which people in different areas depend on one another and on people living in other parts of the world




	3rd & 4th Class
	Strand Unit:  People living and working in the local area and people living and working in a contrasting part of Ireland.

People and Communities

· Learn about and come to appreciate and respect the people and communities who live ad work in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland

Natural Environmental Features and People
· Become aware of the natural features in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland and their relationship to the lives of people living in these places
Settlement:  Homes and other Buildings
· Explore, investigate and come to appreciate the major features of the built environment in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland
People at work

· Explore and investigate, especially through practical studies, a small number of the common economic activities of people in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland.
Transport and Communications
· become aware of forms of transport and transport routes in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland
· becoming familiar with the communication methods available

· investigate work of people involved in transport and communications

Strand Unit:  People in other lands
· study some aspects of the environments and lives of people in one location in Europe and one location in another part of the world
· develop an awareness of the interdependence of these people and people in Ireland

· begin to develop a sense of belonging to local, county, national, European and global communities

Strand Unit:  County, regional and national centres.
· Become familiar with the location and names of urban areas in the county, some of their important buildings, factories and other features

· Develop some knowledge of the relative location of the county and neighbouring counties

· Become familiar with the location and names of a few of the larger towns and cities in the region and in Ireland




Strand:  Natural Environments

	Infants


	Strand Unit:  The Local Natural Environment

· Become aware of, explore and discuss some aspects of natural environments in the immediate locality of the school - observe, discuss and investigate a variety of natural materials in the local environment.

· Observe, collect and investigate a variety of natural materials in the local environment.

· record and communicate experiences and observations using oral language and pictures

Strand Unit:  Weather

· Observe and discuss a variety of weather conditions using simple vocabulary

· Record weather observations using a weather chart or diary

· Become aware of some of the effects of different weather conditions on human, animal and plant life in the local environment

· Discuss the suitability of different kinds of clothes for different weather conditions

· Recognise that some weather patterns are associated with seasonal change and distinguish between summer and winter

Strand Unit:  Planet Earth in Space.
· Identify and discuss the sun, the moon and stars

· recognise the difference between day and night



	1st & 2nd Class


	Strand Unit:  The Local Natural Environment

· Identify, explore and discuss aspects of some major natural features in the local environment

· Observe, discuss and investigate water in the locality

· Observe, collect and investigate a variety of natural materials in the local environment

· Record and communicate experiences and observations using simple drawings, plans, displays, models and sketches

Strand Unit:  Weather

· Observe and record varying weather conditions using appropriate vocabulary and simple equipment

· Begin to associate cloud cover and other conditions using appropriate vocabulary and simple equipment

· Begin to associate cloud cover and other conditions with different types of weather

· Begin to make and test simple weather predictions

· Identify ways in which weather influences

· Observe and record the influences weather and seasonal changes have on people, animals and plants in the locality

· Contrast weather in the locality with that in other areas

Strand Unit:  Planet Earth in Space.
· Identify and discuss the sun, the moon and stars

· Recognise the difference between day and night

· Develop familiarity with the spherical nature of the Earth



	3rd & 4th  Class


	Strand Unit:  The Local Natural Environment

· Investigate and become familiar with some natural features in the local environment

· Estimate distances and establish cardinal directions during the exploration of these features

· Observe and explore ways in which these features have affected the lives of plants, animals and humans

· Investigate the ways in which these features have been used by humans and the changes which have occurred as a result.

Strand Unit:  Land, rivers and seas of my county

· Become familiar with the names and locations of some major natural features in the county

· Develop some familiarity with the relationship of these features with each other and with elements of the built environment such as roads, bridges, towns and cities.

Strand Unit:  Rocks and Soils
· Observe, collect and examine different soil samples in the immediate and other environments.

· Sort and group constituent materials in samples.

· Compare and contrast materials, focusing on certain criteria.

· Begin to explore influence of soils and rocks on animal and plant life.

Strand Unit:  Weather, Climate and Atmosphere
Weather Observation

· Use simple equipment to observe and record weather phenomena

· Record and display simple weather observations in systematic way using graphs, charts and common meteorological symbols

· Use analysis of weather recordings to begin to associate simple descriptions of clouds, amount of cloud cover, wind direction and other conditions with particular types of weather; make and test weather predictions

· Compare temperatures indoors and outdoors, in shade and sunlight on different sides of the same building, and explore reasons for differences.

Weather and Climate

· Study weather variations during the year and their influence on plants, animals and humans

· Begin to appreciate the importance of solar energy for the Earth.

· Develop some awareness of weather and climate patterns and their relationship with plant, animal and human life in some environment in other parts of the world.

· Collect and record weather lore from the locality

Strand:  Trade and Development Issues
Trade

· Explore, through study of some major world commodities, trade issues

or Famine

· Become aware of the causes and effects of famine

· Examine the work of relief agencies and become aware of Irish involvement in them.

· Discuss possible short and long-term solutions to famine

· Compare the experience of famine in Ireland with that of other countries or Development and aid

· Come to appreciate the inequalities between the developed and the developing world

· Explore some of the issues and problems associated with aid 

· Acquire some knowledge of the origins, work and Irish involvement in some major international organisations




	5th & 6th  Class


	Strand Unit:  The Local Natural Environment

· Investigate and learn about the main natural features in the locality and county.

· Observe and develop simple understanding of the links between these features

· Investigate the influence of these features on plants and on the lives of animals and people.

· Become aware of the ways in which people, animals and plants have exploited and/or altered these features.

Strand Unit:  Land, rivers and seas of my Ireland

· Become familiar with the names and locations of some major natural features in Ireland.

· Become familiar with the relationship of these features with each other, with elements of the built environment and with significant natural features of Ireland.

· Understand some of the interrelationships between these natural features and the lives of plants, animals and humans.

Strand Unit:  Physical features of Europe and the World
· Learn about a small number of the major natural features of Europe.

· Become familiar with the names and approximate location of a small number of major world physical features.
Strand Unit:  Rocks and Soil
· Collect and identify some common rocks in the locality.

· Identify and explore the use of stone in building and other human activities, especially in the locality.

· Develop simple understanding of the structure of the Earth, using terms such as core, mantle, crust, plates of the crust, lava flow, volcano, and earthquake.

· Learn about the characteristics of some common rock types and where they may be found in Ireland and in other parts of the world.

· Collect and examine soil samples and their constituents.

· Compare soil samples from different parts of the locality.

· Learn of the relationship of plants and farming to soil types.

· Be familiar with some ways of changing and/or improving soil structure.

Strand Unit:  Weather, Climate and atmosphere
· Use simple equipment to make detailed weather observations and recordings of phenomena.
· Record and display simple weather observations in systematic way using graphs, charts and common meteorological symbols.

· Use analysis of weather recordings to associate simple descriptions of clouds, amount of cloud cover, wind direction and other conditions with particular types of weather; make and test weather predictions.

· Explore weather patterns over the year in the locality using a variety of graphical and analytical skills.

· Begin to appreciate the difference between climate and weather.

· Develop some awareness of weather patterns in other parts of Ireland.

· The relationship between climatic factors and aspects of building construction.

Strand:  Planet Earth in Space
· Observe and record the positions of the sun when rising and setting and at different times of the day.
· Investigate the relative lengths and directions of shadows and the intensity of sunlight at different times of the year.

· Observe the changing lengths of day and night during the seasons.

· Understand the importance of sunlight as a source of energy for plants and animals.

· Become aware of the influence of the sun on atmospheric conditions.

· Become aware of the dangers of sunlight for eyesight and skin.

The Earth, moon and solar system.

· Recognise that the Earth, its moon, the sun, other planets and their satellites are separate bodies and are parts of the solar system.

· Develop a simple understanding of the interrelationship of these bodies, including day and night and seasonal movements.

· Recognise a few of the major star constellations.




Strand:  Environment Awareness and Care

	Infants

1st and 2nd Class
	Strand Unit:  Caring for my locality

· Observe and discuss and appreciate the attributes of the local environment.

· Appreciate that people share the environment with plant and animal life.

· Develop a sense of responsibility by taking care of and enhancing the environment.

· Identify, discuss and implement simple strategies for improving and caring for the environment.

Strand Unit:  Caring for my locality

· Identify, discuss and appreciate the natural and human features of the local environment.

· Observe and develop an awareness of living things in a range of habitats in local and wider environments.

· Observe similarities and differences among plants and animals in different local habitats.

· Develop an awareness that air, water, soil, living and non-living things are essential to the environment.

· Begin to realize that people, animals and plants depend on each other.

· Realize that there is both an individual and a community responsibility for taking care of the environment.

· Identify, discuss and implement simple strategies for improving and caring for the environment.

· Identify and help to implement simple strategies for protecting, conserving and enhancing the environment

· Become aware of ways in which the environment can be polluted or harmed.

Strand Unit:  Planet Earth in Space.
· Identify and discuss the sun, the moon and stars

· recognise the difference between day and night



	3rd and 4th Class

5th & 6th  Class
	Strand Unit:  Environmental Awareness

· Identify, discuss and record aspects of local natural and human environments which are considered attractive or unattractive.

· Identify the interrelationships of living and non- living elements of local and other environments.

· Develop some awareness of the types of environment which exist in Ireland and other parts of the world.

· Become aware of the Earth’s renewable and non-renewable resources.

· Recognise how the actions of people may have an impact on environments.

· Recognise and investigate human activities which may have positive or adverse effects on local and wider environments.

· Come to appreciate the need to conserve the Earth’s resources.

Strand Unit:  Caring for my locality

· Examine a number of ways in which local and other environments could be improved or enhanced.

· Identify and discuss a local, national or global environmental issue.

· Realise that there is a personal and community responsibility for taking car of and conserving environments. 

Strand Unit:  Environmental Awareness
· Identify and discuss and appreciate attractive and unattractive elements of natural and human environments.  Explore some examples of the interrelationship of climate, natural features, flora, fauna and human life in different environments in Ireland and in some of the main climatic regions of the world.

· Recognise and investigate aspects of human activities which may have positive or adverse effects on environments.

· Become aware of the importance of the Earths renewable and non-renewable resource.

· Foster an appreciation of the ways in which people use the Earths resources.

· Come to appreciate the need to conserve the earth’s resources.

Strand Unit:  Caring for the Environment
· Examine a number of ways in which local and other environments could be improved or enhanced.

· Identify and discuss a local, national or global environmental issue, come to appreciate the individual, community and national responsibility for the environment.



Skills and Development
A variety of skills will be developed as work is completed on the strands and strand units of the curriculum

	Infants
	A sense of place and space

Maps, Globes and graphical skills

Geographical Investigation Skills

· Questioning

· Observing

· Predicting

· Investigating and experimenting

· Estimating and measuring

· Analysis

· Recording and communicating




	1st – 6th Class
	A sense of place and space

Maps, Globes and graphical skills

Geographical Investigation Skills

· Questioning

· Observing

· Predicting

· Investigating and experimenting

· Estimating and measuring

· Analysis

· Recording and communicating

· Evaluating (5th and 6th Class only)




Children’s Ideas.
Teachers will use the children’s ideas of place and space as a starting point for all geography activities.  Teachers will plan activities (in their own individual planning) to elicit what children know already.  Some of the strategies used, may include talk and discussion; brainstorming, questioning; listening; problem-solving tasks; drawing; teacher designed tasks and tests; concept maps and annotated drawings, think-pair-share strategies.

Approaches and Methodologies

A variety of teaching approaches will be used to implement the curriculum.  These Approaches and Methodologies are:

Methodologies


· Talk & Discussion

· Active Learning

· Collaborative Learning

· Problem Solving

· Guided – discovery

· Story

· Co-operative Learning

· I.C.T.

Approaches

1. Learning about places/other places; use of photographs, internet, e-mail, story books about children from other places, artifacts, atlases, globes, interviews, Trocaire Resource Packs.

2. The following sequence will be adopted when teaching geography – starting at local level, then extending to regional, national, European and global and then reflecting it back to their own location.
3. Environmental Studies:   Use of fieldwork, local trains that may be integrated with history and science, follow-up work, use of photographs.

4. Investigating Human Environments; fieldwork, surveys, photographs, surveys, artifacts, interview people living and working in the local area, plotting routes from x to y in local area, conducting a traffic survey, observing and sketching features in the landscape, annotating drawings, conducting a land use survey, conducting an environmental audit.

5. Investigating natural environments: field work, trails, recognizing and examining features in photographs, using simulations and modeling natural processes (c.f.p. 102-104 of t.g.), observing and sketching features in the environment, conducting experiments and investigations.
6. Mapping skills and mapping concepts:  The following approaches and strategies will be adopted to develop skills and concepts-local maps, plans, pictures, photographs, internet, models, orienteering activities, having a map rich environment, stories and games to increase related vocabulary-over, under, beside, etc.

From Junior Infants to Second Class – Picture Maps, stories and playmates, simple plans (bird’s eye view), comparing oblique and aerial views, simple keys, plotting simple routes, signpost maps.

From Third to Sixth Class – Mapping school and playground, mapping the local environment, orientation, activities with scale, co-ordinate and grid references, latitude and longitude (5th/6th only).

7. Maps, globes, atlases – each classroom will have access to these for teaching of Geography.
Linkage and Integration
Linkage

Where and when possible, linkage between strands will be undertaken by each teacher.  For example, when studying people and other lands, also examine weather and climate, the local natural environment, physical features and map-work skills.

Integration

· Particular attention will be given to possibilities for integration.
· As a staff we see possibilities for integrating our work in geography with the following aspects of other subject areas:

· Oral language/poetry/writing (English/Gaeilge)

· Environmental Awareness and Care (Science/S.P.H.E.)

· Maths-Spatial Awareness

· Physical Education – Orienteering and Directions

· Dance – Exploration, creation and performance of dance from other countries

· History – (Story/Settlements in the past/life in other countries in the past/work and transport in the past)

· Visual Arts – map work; sketching landscapes

· Religion – different religions from different lands

· Music – dance and songs from other countries

· Drama – teacher in role, hot seating, freeze-frames, mime to explore who come from other lands etc.

· Use of Environment trails will be used as an opportunity to integrate the three S.E.S.E. curricular areas.

Integration may also be approached through planning on a thematic basis.  As a staff we will avail of opportunities for linkage between strands when planning individual geographical activities.
Assessment and Record Keeping

Teachers will assess the child’s knowledge and understanding of environmental matters, the acquisition of geographical skills and the development of attitudes.

Assessment Tools

1. Teacher observation and questioning

2. Teacher-designed tasks and tests

3. Work samples and projects

Information gained from assessment will be used to inform a teacher’s further individual planning and will be communicated to the whole staff to review and reflect on the whole school plan.  Information will also be used to assess and identify any gaps in knowledge and understanding.  

Teachers will share information with parents at Annual Parent Teacher meetings (See record keeping policy).

Children with Different Needs

It is the policy of our school that all children will participate in geography activities, which will be differentiated in order to meet the needs of the children in a particular class.  If children are restricted from participating fully in a lesson due to physical ability, lessons will be modified suitable to ensure the child can participate at his/her own level.

Where a teacher recognises that a child displays a particular ability or interest in Geography, this will be communicated to the parents, with suitably challenging and interesting activities planned so that the child is encouraged and supported.  Children and/or their parents from other countries may be encouraged to share information about their native country and lessons may be based on this accordingly.

Equality of Participation and Access

Equal opportunities will be given to all children regardless of gender, ethnic background, socio-economic status across all strands and activities (c.f. Equality Policy).
Organisational Planning

Timetable
Three hours per week (2 hours and 15 minutes for infant classes) is allotted for S.E.S.E.)

This time allocation may be broken down at the discretion of the individual teacher.  We recognise that in the junior classes, the time allotted will be of shorter duration on a more frequent basis.  Teachers may also chose to block times for geography at particular times of the year, to undertake fieldwork, trails, project work, interviewing speakers.

Timetables will all record the time allocation for Geography.  There is discretionary time available each week (Infants; one hour, First to Sixth Classes; two hours) that teachers can occasionally use to support the Geography curriculum.

Teachers should ensure that pupils attending supplementary teaching are included for as much of the Geography Programme as possible.

Resources
See Appendix at end of Policy.

Health and Safety

c.f.  Health and Safety Policy, Tours and Outings Policy.

Staff Development
The staff will have an opportunity for staff development. See staff development policy for further details.
Parental Involvement
From time to time parents will be invited to participate in various activities and to support the geography curriculum within the school e.g. on field trips, tours, guest speakers, project or research work as part of homework.

Community Links
The local community, local arts centres and education officers, concert halls, local events and national support structures will all be considered as valuable resources and support for the Geography Curriculum.

Places of Geographical Interest
Places of geographical interest are incorporated into school tours.  Field trips and trails organized to support the teaching of geography in Glendalough will take place during the school year.

Success Criteria
The success criteria for this policy will be based on the following:

Teachers’ preparation based on this plan and the cuntas miosiuil from the individual plans.

Means of assessing the outcomes of the policy include:

1. Teacher/Parent feedback

2. Children’s feedback

3. Inspectors’ suggestions/reports

The following will be used to show the key considerations of the policy have been implemented.

4. Geography is about developing a sense of space and place.

5. Children’s ideas of place and space are used as the starting point.

6. Knowledge and skills are of equal importance.

The primary resource for geography is the environment, starting with the local, then regional, national European and global.

Implementation
Roles and Responsibilities

Each teacher and the staff as a group will evaluate the progress in Geography by referring back to our set of stated objectives as stated in this plan.  A short session at staff meetings will be allocated to this work.

Timeframe

The content of this whole school plan for Geography will be fully implemented by 1st September 2006.

Review

This policy was reviewed by the teaching staff, on a school planning day, on the 27th August 2010.

Ratification

This school plan for Geography has been ratified by the Board of Management of Moneystown National School on:   

This policy will be reviewed every three years.  All teachers on the staff will have responsibility to communicate with other staff members, the changes they wish to make to the policy.

APPENDIX
Resources and I.C.T.

The following publications are already in use as reference for members of staff.

Books

What a wonderful World (Textbooks and Teacher’s Resource Books – Junior Infants to Sixth Class

Earthlinks (Textbooks and Resource Books – Junior Infants to Sixth Class

All Around Me (Junior Infants to Sixth Class – Textbooks and Resource Books)

Geography Quest (Third Class to Sixth Class – Textbooks and Resource Book)

Approach to Geography (Third Class to Sixth Class)

Key Stages One-Curriculum Bank for Geography

· Fact Books (Snapping – Turtle Guides)

· Earthquakes

· Volcanoes

· Oceans

· Weather

· Hurricanes and Tornadoes

· Planet Earth/Space

· Great Little Facts (Miles Kelly)

· Streams and Rivers (Bright Ideas)

Usborne Science Experiments – Weather and Climate

Archaeology in the Classroom

The Water Cycle (Wayland)

Protecting your Local Environment; An Environmental Action Pack (E.C.O.)

Our Environment – Our Responsibility (E.C.O.)

Globes, Atlases, World Maps, Maps of Europe, Maps of Ireland

Posters – From What a Wonderful World – First Class/Second Class

Library Resource Story Books – 
1.  The World is full of Babies

2. Stories from Africa (Ismene’s Stories)

3. Rosie’s Walk (Story Mapping)

4. Around the World in 80 Tales

Trócaire Photo and Activity packs

Weather Watches Resource pack

Recycling Posters

Equipment

Weather Charts

Weather Station – tools to record weather

The Internet.
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