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Introductory Statement and Rationale
Introductory Statement

Following History In-service 2006 it was decided to commence is the development of the whole school plan. This policy was devised by the teaching staff of Moneystown N.S. on a school planning day on the 29th June 2006.

Rationale
This plan is a record of our decisions regarding History, and it reflects the Primary Curriculum, 1999. It is intended to guide teachers in their individual planning for History.
Vision and Aims

Vision

Our school recognises that History education is part of a balanced curriculum which aims to develop the whole spectrum of the child’s intelligence. We also seek to develop the child’s aesthetic, intellectual, emotional, creative and cultural development through a variety of historical activities.

Aims of the History Curriculum

· The aims of the history curriculum are

· To develop an interest in and curiosity about the past

· To make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past and how people and events have had an impact upon each other

· To develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity

· To provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence, time and chronology, appropriate to the developmental stages of the child

· To allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically

· To provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and interpretations in a variety of ways

· To foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within local and wider environments

· To help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes and behaviour of people today

· To foster a willingness to explore personal attitudes and values and to promote an openness to the possibility of changing one’s own point of view
· To encourage the child to recognise how past and present actions, events and materials may become historically significant
· To enable the child to acquire a balanced appreciation of cultural and historical inheritances from local, national and global contexts.
ORGANISATIONAL PLANNING

STRAND AND STRAND UNITS
	Infants
	Strand Unit: Myself and my Family
Myself
· Explore and record significant personal events and dates.

· Collect and examine simple evidence

· Compare photographs, clothes worn or toys used at different ages noting development and things which have stayed the same.

My family or the family of a person known to me

· Become aware of and identify the members of the family compare relative ages: old/older, young/younger

· Collect simple evidence
· Explore and discuss how family members care for each other

· Discuss developments in the life of the family and things which have stayed the same


	1st/2nd Class 


	Strand Unit: Myself and my Family

Myself 

· Explore and record significant personal dates and events

· Construct simple personal timeline or storyline.

· Collect, discuss and compare simple items of evidence from own past
My family or the family of a person known to me.
· Explore and record significant features, events and dates in the past of the child’s family and extended family

· Compare ages of family members: old/older, young/younger

· Discuss and record significant family events

· Collect, explore and discuss a range of simple evidence, noting changes and developments and items which have stayed the same

· Compile simple family tree, scrapbook or timeline.
When my grandparents were young

· Explore and record aspects of the lives of people when his/her grandparents were young

· Listen to adults talking about their own past

· Collect and/or examine simple evidence in school or in a local museum

· Compare lives of people in the past with the lives of people today, noting differences and similarities

· Learn songs and dances, or play games from the past

· Record material on appropriate timeline.
Games in the past

· Explore and record traditional non-formal games, especially those common in the locality and those known to parents or grandparents
· Collect information on rules, traditions, songs or rhymes associated with the games

· Handle, collect or reconstruct articles used in such games, where possible.
Feasts and festivals in the past

· Explore and discuss the origins and traditions of some common festivals
· Listen to, discuss, explore and record associated stories, legends, games and songs.



	Infants


	Strand Unit: Stories
· listen to, discuss, retell and record through pictures and other simple writing activities some stories from the lives of people who have made a contribution to local and/or national life and to the lives of people in other countries in a variety of ways

· become aware of the lives of women, men and children from different social, cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds, including the lives of ordinary as well as more famous people

· listen to local people telling stories about their past

· discuss the chronology of events (beginning, middle, end) in a story express or record stories through art work, drama, music, mime and movement and using information and communication technologies

· display storyline pictures showing episodes in sequence.

	1st and 2nd classes
	Strand Unit: Stories
· listen to, discuss, retell and record some simply told stories from the lives of people who have made a contribution to local and/or national life and to the lives of people in other countries through technological, scientific, cultural and artistic activities as well as those who have contributed to social and political developments

· become aware of the lives of women, men and children from different social, cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds, including the lives of ordinary as well as more famous people

· listen to local people telling stories about their past

·  listen to, discuss, retell and record a range of myths and legends from different cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds in Ireland and other countries distinguish between fictional accounts in stories, myths and legends and real people and events in the past

· discuss chronology of events (beginning, middle, end) in a story

· discuss the actions and feelings of characters

· express or record stories through simple writing, art work, drama, music, mime and movement and using information and communication technologies

· display storyline pictures showing episodes in sequence
· Use appropriate timelines.


	3rd and 4th classes
	Strand Unit: Stories from the lives of the past
· listen to, discuss, retell and record a range of stories from the lives of people who have made a contribution to local and/or national life and to the lives of people in other countries through technological, scientific, cultural and artistic activities as well as those who have contributed to social and political developments

·  become aware of the lives of women, men and children from different social, cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds, including the lives of ordinary as well as more famous people

·  listen to local people telling stories about their past

· discuss chronology of events (beginning, middle, end) in a story

· examine and begin to make deductions from some simple relevant evidence

·  discuss the actions and feelings of characters

· discuss the attitudes and motivations of characters

· express or record stories through oral and written forms, art work, music, drama, mime, movement and information and communication technologies

· use appropriate timelines.

Strand Unit: Myths and Legends
· listen to, discuss, retell and record a range of myths and legends from various cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds in Ireland and other countries

· discuss the chronology of events in the stories

· discuss the actions and feelings of characters

· distinguish between fictional accounts in stories, myths and legends and real people and events in the past

· Express or record stories through oral and written forms, art work, drama, mime, movement and information and communication technologies.


	5th and 6th classes
	Strand Unit: Stories from the lives of people in the past

· listen to, discuss, retell and record a range of stories from the lives of people who have made a contribution to local and/or national life and to the lives of people in other countries through technological, scientific, cultural and artistic activities as well as those who have contributed to social and political developments

·  become aware of the lives of women, men and children from different social, cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds, including the lives of ordinary as well as more famous people

·  listen to local people telling stories about their past

· discuss chronology of events (beginning, middle, end) in a story

· examine and begin to make deductions from some simple relevant evidence

·  discuss the actions and feelings of characters

· discuss the attitudes and motivations of characters

· express or record stories through oral and written forms, art work, music, drama, mime, movement and information and communication technologies

     use appropriate timelines.

Strand Unit: Myths and Legends

· listen to, discuss, retell and record a wider range of more complex myths and legends from different cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds in Ireland and other countries

· discuss the chronology of events in the stories

· discuss the actions and feelings of characters

· relate the myths and legends to the beliefs, values and traditions of the peoples from which they came discuss the forms of expression and conventions used in myths and their retelling explore and discuss common themes and features which are to be found in the myths and legends of different peoples

· express or record stories through oral and written forms, art work, drama, mime, movement, information and communication technologies.


	Strand: Change and continuity


	1st and 2nd Classes
	· visit, explore and become aware of elements in the local environment which show continuity and change
· listen to and record memories of older people about such places
· compare photographs, drawings and simple accounts of the site in the past with the site now
· use simple work directives, work cards or trail leaflets
· record findings through drawing and other art work, modeling, photographs, information and communication technologies
· use appropriate timelines.

	3rd and 4th Classes
	· study aspects of social, artistic, technological and scientific developments over long periods
· identify items of change and continuity in the line of development
· identify some of the factors which have caused or prevented change
· refer to or use appropriate timelines.

	5th and 6th Classes
	· study aspects of social, artistic, technological and scientific developments over long periods
· identify examples of change and continuity in the line of development
· identify the factors which may have caused or prevented change
· refer to or use appropriate timelines.


	Strand Local Studies


	3rd and 4th classes
	Strand Unit: My Family

· explore aspects of personal family history or the family history of a person known to him/her

· examine changes and examples of continuity in the lives of parents and Grandparents collect and use a range of simple historical evidence

· present findings using a variety of media and appropriate timelines.

Strand Unit: Homes

· explore changes which have taken place in the home and other homes in the area

· discuss with older people items which have changed and those which have remained the same

· collect and/or examine old artefacts

· present findings using a variety of media and appropriate timelines.
Strand Unit: My School

· investigate the development of present buildings and the history of earlier school buildings

· become familiar with the story of the School’s founder(s)

· attempt to reconstruct a school day in the past using a range of simple evidence compare school furniture and equipment of the past and the appearance of the classroom with those of today

· examine old roll books or other records; if possible old handwriting copybooks

· refer to or use appropriate timelines.
Strand Unit: Games and pastimes in the past

· become familiar with some games and pastimes enjoyed in the locality

· explore and discuss games and pastimes enjoyed by parents and grandparents in the past

· have some knowledge of games and pastimes enjoyed by children in ancient societies and in other lands.
Strand Unit: Feast and festivals in the past

· become familiar with the origins and traditions associated with some common festivals in Ireland and other countries

· explore, discuss and record some of the ceremonies, stories, legends, poetry, music,

· dances and games associated with these feasts and festivals.
· 

	
	Strand Unit: Building sites or ruins in my locality

· actively explore some features of the local environment

· investigate various aspects of these sites present findings using a variety of media and appropriate timelines.
Strand Unit: My locality through the ages

· study a period or periods in the history of the local village, town, city area, townland, parish or county

· become familiar with important events in the history of the locality, referring to the wider national context where relevant;

· 


	5th and 6th classes
	Strand Unit: Homes

· compare and classify a range of homes in the area (ideally homes from a variety of periods)

· investigate local and/or regional variations or similarities in building styles and materials

· investigate links between the age of houses and their location

· collect, study and classify domestic artefacts.
Strand Unit: Schools 

· study the development of the school over a period

· relate the history of the school to the history of education in the parish or local Area.

· Explore the history of the school in the wider context of educational development in Ireland

· Use documentary and other sources
Strand Unit: Games and pastimes in the past

· Become familiar with aspects of the history of games in the locality

· Explore aspects of the leisure interests and games of local people in the past
Strand Unit: Feasts and Festivals in the past

· Become familiar with the origins and traditions associated with a range of festivals in Ireland and other countries

· Explore, discuss and record some of the ceremonies, stories, legends, poetry, music, dances and games associated with these feasts and festivals.
Strand Unit: Buildings, sites or ruins in my locality

· Actively explore some features of the local Environment.

· Investigate various aspects of these sites

· Identify opportunities to become involved in enhancing and protecting the environmental features

· Present findings using a variety of media and appropriate timelines.
Strand Unit: My locality through the ages

· Study a period or periods in the history of the local village, town, city area, townland, parish or county.

· Become familiar with important events in the history of the locality, setting local figures or events in the national and international context where relevant.
· Use evidence which is more diverse and more complex than heretofore

· collect local ballads, stories and traditions relating to these  events


	Strand Early Peoples and Ancient Societies


	3rd and 4th class
	Strand Unit: Selection of peoples as per teachers planning

· become familiar with aspects of the lives of these peoples chosen for the year.

· Examine and become familiar with evidence we have which tells us about these people, especially evidence of these people which may be found locally

· Record the place of these peoples on appropriate timelines.

	5th and 6th Class
	Strand Unit: Selection of peoples as per teachers planning

· Become familiar with some aspects of the lives of these peoples
· Examine critically, and become familiar with, evidence we have which tells us about these people, especially evidence of these people which may be found locally and in Ireland, where appropriate

· Record the place of these peoples on appropriate timelines.

· 


	Strand: Life, society work and culture in the past


	3rd and 4th class
	Strand Unit: selection as per teachers planning

· become familiar with aspects of the lives of these people

· examine and become familiar with evidence from the periods studied, especially evidence which may be found locally

· record the place of peoples on timelines.
· 

	5th and 6th class
	Strand Unit: Selection as per teachers planning

· become familiar with aspects of the lives of these people

· examine and become familiar with evidence which informs us about the lives of people in the periods studied, their thoughts and concerns, especially evidence which may be found locally

· record the place of peoples and events on appropriate timelines.
· 


	Strand: Eras of change and conflict


	5th and 6th class
	Strand Unit: Selection as per teachers planning

· become familiar with aspects of these periods
· examine and become familiar with evidence which informs us about the lives of people in the periods studied, their thoughts and concerns, especially evidence which may be found locally
· record the place of peoples and events on appropriate timelines.


	Strand: Politics, conflict and society


	5th and 6th Classes
	Strand Unit: Selection as per teachers planning

· engage in simple studies of some of the more important aspects of periods in which political changes or movements have had an important influence on the lives of people in Ireland
· acquire some knowledge of the major personalities, events or developments in these periods
· explore, discuss, compare and develop some simple understanding of the attitudes, beliefs, motivations and actions of differing individuals and groups of people in the Past
· begin to develop some appreciation of the mind-set of former generations acquire insights into the attitudes and actions of people in contemporary Ireland
· develop a growing sense of personal, national, European and wider identities.


Skills development

In Junior and Senior Infants the following skills will be developed

· Time and chronology

· Using evidence 

· Communication

In First to Sixth Class the following skills will be developed

· Time and chronology

· Change and continuity

· Cause and effect

· Using Evidence

· Synthesis and communication

· Empathy

These skills will be implemented in a variety of ways across all strand units in the curriculum.

Approaches and methodologies

A variety of approaches and methodologies will be used to implement the curriculum. These approaches and methodologies will consist of 

· Story pp. 65-71 Teacher Guidelines

· Drama and role play pp. 109-113 Teacher Guidelines

· Oral evidence pp. 77-80 Teacher Guidelines

· Documentary evidence pp. 104-108 Teacher Guidelines

· Using ICT p.114 Teacher Guidelines

· Personal and family history pp.72-75 Teacher Guidelines

· Using artefacts pp. 81-86 Teacher Guidelines

· Pictures and photographs pp. 87-98 Teacher Guidelines

· Use of the environment pp. 99-103 Teacher Guidelines
Each classroom will display a timeline and it will be used throughout the year. Each teacher will use a variety of approaches and methodologies and these will be outlined in individual long term planning.

Linkage and integration

Through thematic planning each individual teacher will link strands to each other in the history curriculum. These will be outlined in the teachers individual planning.

Integration

Geography: Different Countries, Peoples,

Music; Songs from the past

English: English reading

Irish: Irish history

P.E. dance from the past, games from the past,

Science: continuity and change, materials, discoveries, exploration

S.P.H.E. Myself and my family

Art: Projects

Maths: timelines, spatial awareness

Drama: Stories and role play

Integration will be outlined in teachers own individual planning.

Assessment and record keeping 

The teachers will assess the following

· Progress in children’s knowledge of the past

·  Ability to use historical skills 

·  Development of attitudes 

The teachers will use the following methods in assessment

· Teacher observation

· Teacher-designed tasks and tests

· Work samples, portfolios and projects
The information gained from the assessments will be used to differentiate for individuals needs and for the teacher’s individual planning. This information will form part of the class planning.

The details on record keeping can be found in the schools policy on record keeping. Information from these records will be shared with parents in parent teacher meetings and school reports.

Children with different needs

 The individual teacher will ensure that the curriculum for children with a variety of needs will be differentiated. Opportunities will be provided across the history curriculum for co-operative learning and for the children to communicate information in a variety of ways. Sensitivity will be shown to any child with sensitive family situations in the teachers individual planning.

Equality and participation

Equal opportunities will be given to all children regardless of gender, ethnic background, socio-economic status across all strands and activities.
Organisational planning

Three hours per week are given to the teaching of S.E.S.E. this time allocation may be broken down at the discretion of the individual teacher. We recognise that in the junior classes, the time allotted will be of shorter duration on a more frequent basis, while senior classes may divide the hour into longer time spans. Teachers may also wish to block the time allocation for history at different times of the year. This time allocation will be outlined on each teachers timetable.

There is discretionary time available each week (Infants: one hour, First to Sixth Classes: two hours) that teachers can occasionally use to support the History curriculum.

Teachers should ensure that pupils attending supplementary teaching are included for as much of the History programme as possible.

Resources and ICT

The following publications are already in use as reference for members of staff

Books

What a wonderful world - Junior Infants - Sixth

Earthlink Junior Infants - Sixth

History Quest 3rd - 6th 

History all around me 3rd -6th 

ICT will be used by the children during project work and research activities. The Acceptable Use Policy outlines the usage of the internet for the individual students.

Health and Safety

Cf Health and Safety Policy and Tours/outings policy

Individuals teachers Planning and Reporting

Each level will collaborate on content and methodology for the different strands in the forthcoming year.  Details of these decisions will be recorded and collated.  

Each individual teacher will be responsible for their own short and long term planning and will adopt a thematic approach where possible.

The Cuntas Miosiuil will be used to aid reviewing and developing the whole school policy and individual preparation for the following years. These changes can be discussed at planning days during the school year.

Staff development 

Teachers have access to a wide range of resources including websites dealing with history. Teachers are encouraged to attend summer courses dealing with history and other course available in the Blackrock Education Centre. Time is allocated to discuss history in the planning days.

Parental Involvement

From time to time parents will be invited to participate in various historical activities and to support the history curriculum within the school.
Community Links

The local community, local arts centres and education officers, concert halls, local events and national support structures will all be considered as valuable resources as support for the History Curriculum.
Places of historic interest

places of historic interest are incorporated into school tours. Field trips and trails organised to support the teaching of local and national history in Glendalough.

Success Criteria

The success criteria for this policy will be based on the following

Teachers’ preparation based on this plan and the cuntas miosiuil from the individual plans.

Means of assessing the outcomes of the policy include

1 Teacher/parent feedback

2 Children’s feedback 

3 Inspectors’ suggestions/reports
The following will be used to show how the key considerations of the policy have been implemented.

That history is defined as an attempt to reconstruct and interpret the past rather than the past itself
That there is a balance between the process (how the child learns) and content (what the child learns)
That the child must acquire skills and concepts to work effectively as a young historian
That the curriculum is spiral and developmental in its structure
That the child engages in studies ranging from personal to local, national and international history
That history is integrated across the curriculum from Infants to Sixth Class.

IMPLEMENTATION
Roles and responsibilities

Each teacher and the staff as a group will evaluate the progress in History by referring back to our set of stated objectives as stated in this plan. A short session at staff meeting will be allocated to this work

Timeframe 

The content of this whole school plan for History will be fully implemented by 1st September, 2006

Review

This policy will be reviewed by the teaching staff in June 2007

Ratification and Communication

This school plan for History has been ratified by the Board of Management of Moneystown N.S. on 
____________.

It will be reviewed after one year and every three years thereafter.  All teachers on the staff will be responsible to communicate with other staff members of the changes they wish to make to the policy
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